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Nicolas,

You did something for your community on January 9. You shared The GIFT (Givens-
Inspired Fellowship Time) with me at the Village Inn. Thank You!

Highest Potential

| learned—Dbecause you were able to say it—that you want to go to Massachuetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) and study Mechanical Engineering. | also sensed that you have the
ability to change outcomes for others as you navigate our public education system toward
achieving your highest potential.

6 or More AP Classes

Our public high schools will offer you the opportunity to graduate with six or more
Advanced Placement classes. These are college-level classes available to high school
students with strong reading, math, and/or science skills. It is not enough to just be able
to read, you must demonstrate excellence in grasping college-level concepts. This is hard
work, but we will have more Village Inn Fellowships to show you that your community
appreciates your willingness to do the hard work. Students who receive acceptance
letters from MIT, among other things, will have AP Calculus on their transcripts.
Demonstrating excellence in Algebra I will provide you the skills to do well in Geometry,
Algebra I, and Pre-Calculus—all in the next two or three years!

So Many Great Books

The Giver, by Lois Lowry, is one that | recommend you read soon and certainly before
you leave the 8" Grade. You will notice in the picture your cheerleader, Koinonia
Givens and her two-month old son, Jesse IV, in Houston. “Jay4” will have made over
120 visits to the library before he enters Kindergarten in 2011. Can you match that—and
can you be the one who helps an infant here in Tampa do the same by the time you
graduate?

Community Thumbprints

You will benefit from having cheerleaders in the community should you decide to choose
to take the hard classes and do well in them. Already, Not Just Ministries (Jesse,
Koinonia, Rhone) have been there for you. You can add The MIMS Institute to your list.
Seek out three others that will celebrate your successes, cheer you on, guide you, and
connect you to other community resources.

We expect you to spread our thumbprints. You can cheer, guide, and connect others.
You are learning valuable lessons about exceptional opportunities (and how they can
disappear). Share what you have learned with soon-to-be 8" graders who have the
opportunity to take high school classes in middle school. Tell them to make sure that
they do their homework—and turn it in, huh!

We will discuss the last box during a future fellowship at the Village Inn or at school.
In His Service,
Jason
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Nathan and High School Choices
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2007/01/06/AR2007010601277.html

With Few Public Options, Competition to Get Into Top
High School Programs Is Fierce

By Nelson Hernandez
Washington Post Staff Writer
Sunday, January 7, 2007; C11

With a 3.83 grade-point average, Nathan Saunders has been working hard to make it into
a top school. He's in the junior honor society, the art club, and is treasurer of the
gentlemen’s association, a mentoring and community service group for boys.

His goal is to attend Morehouse College or Howard University, two of the nation's top
historically black colleges. But his applications to those schools won't go out until 2011.
Right now, the 13-year-old from Largo is worried about high school.

Nathan, an eighth-grader at Ernest Everett Just Middle School in Mitchellville, is among
nearly 1,500 students who have applied to the science and technology program at Eleanor
Roosevelt in Greenbelt, the leading public high school in Prince George's County as
measured by scores on statewide tests.

Roosevelt admits between 225 and 250 students to its highly regarded program each year
-- an admission rate just slightly more forgiving than a typical lvy League university.

Nathan has also applied to Charles H. Flowers High School in Springdale, which is
nearly as difficult to get into. The schools will notify students and their parents in March.
Those who don't get accepted will have to consider one of the county's other public
schools or a costly private education.

Beyond Roosevelt and Flowers, Prince George's County high schools have performed
poorly on statewide tests, finishing behind every Maryland school system except
Baltimore's.

That has led parents such as Lavon Snowden, whose son Alex is an eighth-grader at Holy
Trinity Episcopal Day School in the county, to write off the public schools. "I'm trying to
be politically correct,” Snowden said, "but I just would not be comfortable™ with Alex
going to his neighborhood school.

(read more by visiting the website link)


http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/01/06/AR2007010601277.html
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America’s Best Colleges 2006

National Universities

1 Harvard University (MA)
1 Princeton University (NJ)
3 Yale University (CT)
4 University of Pennsylvania
5 Duke University (NC)
5 Stanford University (CA)
7 California Institute of Technology
7 Massachusetts Inst. of Technology
9 Columbia University (NY)
9 Dartmouth College (NH)
11 Washington University in St. Louis
12 Northwestern University (IL)
13 Cornell University (NY)
13 Johns Hopkins University (MD)
15 Brown University (RI)
15 University of Chicago
17 Rice University (TX)
18 University of Notre Dame (IN)
18 Vanderbilt University (TN)
20 Emory University (GA)
20 University of California — Berkeley *
22 Carnegie Mellon University (PA)
23 Georgetown University (DC)
23 University of Virginia *
25 Univ. of California — Los Angeles *
25 University of Michigan — Ann Arbor *
27 Tufts University (MA)
27 U. of North Carolina — Chapel Hill *
27 Wake Forest University (NC)
30 Univ. of Southern California
31 College of William and Mary (VA)*
32 Lehigh University (PA)
32 Univ. of California — San Diego *
34 Brandeis University (MA)
34 University of Rochester (NY)
34 Univ. of Wisconsin — Madison *
37 Case Western Reserve Univ. (OH)
37 Georgia Institute of Technology *
37 New York University
40 Boston College
40 University of California — Irvine *
42 U. of Illinois — Urbana - Champaign *
43 Rensselaer Polytechnic Inst. (NY)
43 Tulane University (LA)
45 Univ. of California — Santa Barbara *
45 University of Washington *
45 Yeshiva University (NY)

48 Pennsylvania State U. — University Park *

48 University of California — Davis *
50 Syracuse University (NY)

50 University of Florida *

52 University of Texas — Austin *

53 George Washington University (DC)
53 Worcester Polytechnic Inst. (MA)
55 Pepperdine University (CA)

55 Univ. of Maryland — College Park *
55 University of Miami (FL)

58 University of Georgia *

58 University of Pittsburgh *

60 Boston University

60 Ohio State University — Columbus *
60 Purdue Univ. — West Lafayette (IN)*
60 Rutgers — New Brunswick (NJ)*

60 Texas A&M Univ. — College Station *
60 University of lowa *

66 Miami University — Oxford (OH)*
66 University of Delaware *

68 Fordham University (NY)
68 Univ. of California — Santa Cruz *

68 University of Connecticut *

71 Brigham Young Univ. — Provo (UT)
71 Southern Methodist University (TX)
71 Stevens Institute of Technology (NJ)
74 Indiana University — Bloomington *
74 Michigan State University *

74 SUNY — Binghamton *

74 Univ. of Minnesota — Twin Cities *
78 Baylor University (TX)

78 Clemson University (SC)*

78 North Carolina State U. — Raleigh *
78 St. Louis University

78 University of Colorado — Boulder *

78 Virginia Tech *

84 Clark University (MA)

85 American University (DC)

85 Auburn University (AL)*

85 lowa State University *

85 Marquette University (W)

85 Univ. of California — Riverside *
85 University of Denver
85 Univ. of Missouri — Columbia *

85 University of Tennessee *

93 Howard University (DC)

93 SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry *

93 University of Tulsa (OK)

93 University of Vermont *

97 Illinois Institute of Technology

97 SUNY — Stony Brook *

97 Texas Christian University

97 University of Arizona *

97 University of Kansas *

97 Univ. of Nebraska — Lincoln *

97 University of New Hampshire *

104 University of Alabama *

104 University of Dayton (OH)

104 Univ. of Massachusetts — Amherst *
104 University of San Diego

104 University of the Pacific (CA)

109 Drexel University (PA)

109 Florida State University *

109 Ohio University *

109 University of Missouri — Rolla *
109 University of Oklahoma *

109 Univ. of South Carolina — Columbia *
115 Loyola University Chicago

115 Northeastern University (MA)

115 University at Buffalo — SUNY *
115 University of Oregon *

115 University of San Francisco

120 Catholic University of America (DC)
120 Colorado State University *

120 University of Kentucky *

120 University of Utah *

120 Washington State University *

* denotes a public school.

So many exceptional
opportunities!!!

Who from the school district
that offers the best education
in the nation will we send to

them in 2011?7?7?
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Table 2 Scholarship Survey 2005
Table 2. 2004-2005 Senior Scholarship Survey Results By-Gender*

TEML UFFERED TOTAL ACCEPTED TYPE OF §CHOLARSHT3 ACCEPTED
N 15T YEAR ToTAL*™ 15T YEAR ToTAL*™ ACADEMIC ATHLETIC PER;E?:IING OTHER

[FEMALES

\White | 405 51677225 1917530105 468920015 28024215 ~ 63000)  125280]
Black | 5 _ 1183011]5 430400405 1001135[$ 147626]5  2250f5 32,000
Hispanic | _ 12308855 446760205 115737315  30503|5  20000)% _ 22919
Asian | 5 _ 48020505 170556405 477395]6  900]s _ Of5 _ 2.000]
Other™ G 540741 2136314 )8 “4sa760ls " 46231[$ 7.000]§ 6,750
[TOTAL FEMALES | 601,604 15 31,180, 18,0035 DUB.02[5  92,250]% 165,948
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[White 98415 T7459614|5 26884136905 50687535 1937672205 4.121862|% 8605913 35,000 |% 51,300

Black 1645 32773845 1269748405 1770626[5 67656365  647419]% 1,004,307 [% 9,000 |8 9,900

Hispanic 2635 1.754220[5 6576510 1349000 51503675 1.138.872]|%  180.803 [$ 22575(% 6,750

Asian 8805 8255375 318064215 5771950% 218518815  559225|% 16,820 |$ 0]% 1,150

Other™* 11005 541332[% 2125238 42612815 169442005 3227063 95,522 [$ 2,000 (% 5,500,
315 BanIels BB o0

Total Offered Total Accepted Type of Scholarship Accepted
N 1st Year Total** 1st Year Total** Academic Athletic Perf;&r:lng Other**
[Total Females 2,002 12275445]|% 4647484005 8.601654|% 31_.?-88_.8?5 § 7.814863[% 505592|%  92.250(% 188:€~4q
[Total Males 1,609]$ 13858,087|% 534012435  9191.702|%

99.875.883 |8 17.793.356

=
=

351723338 6,790,084[8 2248043|5  68,575|% 851][];

IGRAND TOTAL 3.611]$ 26.133.532 56,961,208 5 14,504,94-? $ g,_T-53,535 $ 160.825|%  273.94

SUBJECT / RECOMMENDATIONS
Senior Scholarship Survey 2004-2005

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Senior Scholarship Survey is administered annually to determine the dollar amount
and type of scholarships offered and accepted each year by students. The survey data are
collected in May of each school year. The 2004-2005 graduating seniors were offered and
accepted more scholarships than in previous years. Twelve more students accepted
scholarships in 2004-2005 than in 2003-2004. Females were offered more scholarships
than males were but the average dollar amount of scholarships accepted by males
exceeded the average dollar amount accepted by females, primarily due to the difference
in the dollar amount of athletic scholarships by gender. Males received approximately
$1.75 million more in athletic scholarships than females. The average scholarship
accepted for white, black and Asian students increased.

ANNUAL DISTRICT GOAL(S) AND CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTOR(S)
Goal 6 All schools in the district will be assigned a state grade of A, B, or C.
Goal 6.a. Require accuracy of student data

FINANCIAL IMPACT (Budgeted: Yes)
Personnel cost to develop, administer, and report the survey findings.

ITEM NUMBER: 9.03
School District of Hillshorough County, FL * Mtg.#20050920 * Section E Item# 9.03



2007 MIMS Fellowships

Discussion Items for Parents/Students Whose Highest Potential Includes Earning A Four-
Year College Degree In Four Years

What is your assessment of your/your student’s highest academic potential?

Haven’t thought about it

Graduate from high school

Go to community college

Go to a four-year college or university

Graduate in four years from college

Go to and graduate in four years from one of America’s Top National Universities
Get America to pay for me/my student to attend and graduate in four years from one
of America’s Top National Universities

NookrwnpE

What knowledge and skills will the student need in order to achieve his or her highest

academic potential?

1. Demonstrate the ability to grasp college-level concepts while in high school

2. Demonstrate the ability to grasp college-level concepts in what may be a non-diverse
educational environment

3. Demonstrate the ability to grasp college-level concepts in what may be a non-
supportive community environment

4. Demonstrate the ability to grasp college-level concepts while using available
resources to make improvements in the school and the community

5. Demonstrate the ability to grasp college-level concepts while gaining and using
technology skills to access information

6. Demonstrate the ability to grasp college-level concepts while demonstrating a solid
moral character

What role can AP classes have in helping the student achieve his or her highest academic

potential?

1. The number of AP classes a student takes directly affects the student’s Class Rank

2. AP classes are the best long-term preparation for the SAT and achieving scores that
interest admissions officers

3. Success in AP classes indicates to admissions officers that the student can do college-
level work

Will America invest a significant portion of her vast wealth to provide you/your student
with exceptional postsecondary education opportunities?

1. Discuss Senior Scholarship Survey report

2. Show financial aid letters from Notre Dame, New York University, University of
Tampa

Show acceptance letter/email from Harvard, New York University, Notre Dame
Show New York University 2005 Commencement Booklet

Highlight Federal, State and local university contributions to postsecondary education
Suggest scholarship bake sales and banquets for students who avoid AP classes

I



Why am 1/ is my child who graduates with multiple AP classes potentially a unique
resource to America’s top national universities or other universities in Florida?

1.

2.

3.

Student’s presence on campus will have a positive impact on the university’s
graduation rate

Nearly 90% of college-bound seniors remain in Florida for their post-secondary
education

There will be very few minority and/or low-income students with four or more AP
classes from Hillsborough County (and your Zip Code) applying for access to the
over 20,000 seats available for incoming freshmen at a select group of America’s top
national universities

Other capable minority and/low-income students will use 30-plus-year-old excuses to
stay away from and get out of AP classes (“Nobody that looks like me is in the class;
I don’t want to do the work; It’s too hard; I have a job; I don’t like the teacher; I don’t
like the subject; Peers say I’m trying to act white; Nobody cares what I do at school; I
can still go to college without taking AP classes™).

| bet that if I commit to graduating in 2011 with 6 or more
AP classes, Mr. Mims will be able to take a better picture at
the Village Inn. Nothing impresses him like results!

Jason D. Mims

Lieutenant Colonel, US Army, Retired
3906 W. Tyson Ave. Tampa, FL 33611
(813) 787-0392 jdmims2 @ yahoo.com

The fruit of Love is Service. The fruit of Service is Peace. Mother Teresa
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NOTE: When African American students have the opportuni-
ty to study abroad, they seldom get the chance to share their
experiences. The Sentinel has given a group of students attend-

ing the University
ences. 2

of Oxford the chance to share their experi-

The University of Oxford, located in Oxford, England, is the
oldest university in the English-speaking world. We will feature

some of these students in this
At Oxford.”

After nearly five months of
exploring the snow-capped
peaks of Moroccan
Mountains of Africa,-the
sun-drenched beaches’ of
Southern Spain and learning
to survive on ‘bangers and
mash,” in the United
Kingdom, (oh, what I would
give for some oxtails and col-
lard greens), my resolution
for the New Year is to open
my world to the community
responsible for my being
here, to permit the willing to
experience Oxford and this
journey with me.

My goal for this monthly
column is simply to commu-
nicate with you about the
Rhodes Scholarship and to

provide s glimpse inte the:

special column entitled “Black

we are able to visit the coun-
tries of Southern Africa and
the Caribbean, I have invit-
ed Black Rhodes Scholars
from these regions to intro-
duce themselves and their
countries to all of us.

They will talk about their
lives, research interests and
how it is that one ean rock

dreads, listen to Reggae and"

still be a Rhodes Scholar.
And while most are vague-
ly acquainted with the
poverty that plagues many
parts of the developing
world, they will make us
more conscious of the
tremendous promise and
power imbedded in the
young minds of their genera-

ivory towers that comprise ' So, all of my fellow stu-

the University of Oxford: - =

For you and I know many
sons aqd ddughters, nieces’
and nephews, —- yes, you
are picturing them right now
— who possess the charac
ter and cognitive capacity to
compete in these halls of

.:fdents_over the course of this
‘year, if you stumble upon-an
Snfamiliar word, an unclear
“idea or simply want to know
move about Zimbabwe,
-Zambia, Bermuda of if we
get BET in Oxford, send me
‘an e-mail and we will learn

knowledge, so we ‘mus_t.‘,‘“};nd‘g‘row together.

insure
enco ; ;
‘Moré importantly, T want
this column to be a ¢onversa-
tion amongst friends. Until

ey are informed and

" . I'm gerious; we are in this

togethet. For my election as *

' a Rhades Schelar was not an
‘individual achievement —
the product of my innate

| briiliance — but was an

. no African Americans.

_Wideman, Wesley Moore

inheritance wrought over
years of struggle. It was the
physical deftness, intellectu-
al breath and moral force of
domestic workers, seam-
stresses and social activists
that made my Rhodes inter-
view in Birmingham,
Alabama, just one year ago,
possible..’

Indeed, in April 1963, Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., slept in a Birmingham
jail so that in 40 years I
could sit in a Birmingham
boardroom and claim-the
birthright he describes in
“Letter From Birmingham
Jail,” ( a must read).

Alain Locke was elected
as the first African American
Rhodes Scholar in 1907 and
although 100 years have
passed and progress made,
the 2007 class will include

Men -and: women like Dr.
Susan Rice, Franklin
Raines, John Edgar

and Mayor Cory Booker
(look them up) have demon-
strated what can be accom-
plished if one nourishes the
mind and keeps the faith..

We must add more names
— YOUR NAME — to this |
list of those able to bare wit-
ness -of what it is to be
“Black At Oxford.”

The first column present-
ed is.from Rhodes Scholar
Garrett Johmwson, a gradu-
ate of Fldrida "State
University, and a Tampa
native. He enjoys reading,
e-mailed . - - at

4
ETER.OXUK




*To find out what one |s fitted to do, and to
secure an opportunity to do it, is the key to
happiness.”

-John Cewey

“The problem Is not that there are problems.
The problem Is expecting otherwise and
thinking that having problems Is a problem."
~Theodore Rubin

"The real measure of your wealth s how much
you'd be worth if you lost all your money."
-Anon.

"You can complain because roses have thorns,
or you can rejoice because thorns have roses.”
-Zigay

"The credit belongs to the man who Is actually in the arena, whose face Is marred by dust and
sweat and blood; who strives valiantly; who errs and comes short again and again, who knows
the great enthusiasms, the great devotions, and spends himself in 3 worthy cause; who at best,
knows the triumph of high achievement; and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while
daring greatly, so that his place shall never be with those cold and timid souls who know neither

victory nor defeat."

“Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day.
Teach a man to fish and he will eat for the rest
of his life."

-Chinese Proverb

“There are many ways of going forward, but
only one way of standing still."
-Franklin D, Rogseveit

“The man who does not read good books has
no advantage over the man who cannot read
them.”

-Mark Twain

“Reasonabie people adapt themselves to the
world. Unreasonable people attempt to adapt
the world to themselves. All progress,
therefore, depends on unreasonable people."
-George Bernard Shaw

"Citizen in a Republic®, April 23, 1910

"He is able who thinks he is able.”
-Buddha

"The mind has exactly the same power as the
hands; not merely to grasp the world, but to
change it."

-Colin Wilson

"There Is nothing wrong with America that
cannot be cured with what is right in America."
-William J, Clinton

*If you find it In your heart to care for
somebody else, you will have succeeded.”
-Maya Angelou

*No one has yet realized the wealth of
sympathy, the kindness and generosity hidden
in the soul of a child. The effort of every true
education should be to unlock that treasure."
-Emma Goldman

"To laugh often and much; to win the respect of intelligent people and the affection of children; to
earn the appreciation of honest critics and endure the betrayal of false friends; to appreciate
beauty, to find the best in others; to leave the world a little better; whether by a healthy child, a
garden patch or a redeemed social condition; to know even one life has breathed easier because

you have lived, This is the meaning of success."
-Ralph Waldo Emerson

"We must learn to live together as brothers or perish together as fools."

-Martin Luther King, Jr.



True morality consists not in following the beaten track, but in finding out the true
path for ourselves and fearlessly following it. Mohatma Ganhi

Motivate Individual Minority Students
to prepare for and apply to
America’s Top National Universities

How do these boxes relate to
“My Highest Potential”?

National Honor
Read good books Society Membership

International Baccalaureate Diploma

Academic letters National Merit Scholar

PSAT Score Report Senior Scholarship Report

Governor’s Talented 20 Florida Virtual School
Online SAT Prep/SAT Score Superintendent’s
Diploma of
Distinction

Bright Futures Scholarships

Weighted Grade

State University System Point Average

Graduation Rates 2004

Student Permanent Record Summary Worksheet

US News “America’s Best Colleges 2006”

Advanced Placement Classes
AP US Government
AP Chemistry AP Spanish
AP Biology AP Calculus
AP French AP Microeconomics




